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Fun, food and fellowship were had by all at the annual Union County Fire Department Station

No. 1 Open House on Saturday, Sept. 8.

fire hydrant so small children
could handle the nozzle and see
what it was like to spray water
on a fire.

And what would an open
house at a fire station be without
hot dogs and hamburgers? There
was a plentiful amount of food
with all the fixin’s and beverages
on that Saturday.

Other firefighters took
guests on tours through the
headquarters where the offices,
sleeping quarters, kitchen and
emergency operations center are
located. Guests had a plethora of
questions answered about how
everything works.

All in all, the 2018 Open
House at Station 1 was a huge
success.

“People never really
know what’s in this station
and how the Fire Department
works,” said Fire Chief David
Dyer. “Open Houses, to me, are
a perfect opportunity for people
to come see all the equipment,
because they help donate money
to the volunteer stations and
SPLOST pays for a lot of our
equipment here.

“They get to see the
equipment, they get to see
how it works, and they get the
guys, the firefighters who are
actually going to do the job,
to show them how it works.
They get to meet the firefighters
in a non-emergency, relaxed
environment. People get to
know them. It’s just a good
fellowship.”
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When asked about future
developments, Dyer said his
department started its five-year
plan in 2016, “and we update
it every year. One of the main
points that we have is to build a
training facility.”

There will eventually be a
two-story “burn building” made
out of ocean-going shipping
containers welded together for
live fire training; a 40-foot-
tall concrete block tower for
repelling and other heights
training; and various other
simulated training stations on
the property.

The alternative to training
locally is trainees must drive
about 240 miles south to the
Georgia Fire Academy at the
Georgia Public Safety and
Training Center in Forsyth
County, which presents obvious
difficulties for volunteers and
full-timers in Union County.

The new training center
will be like having the Georgia
Fire Academy right here in the
firefighters’ own backyard.

Also in the works, said
Dyer, is a ladder truck for the
Fire Department. He wasn’t able
to give a specific timeline, but
Dyer assured the North Georgia
News that it would likely be a
reality in the near future.
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Tom’s Truck & Auto

Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio

* Art Classes

(706) 835-1257

563 Gainesville Hwy...1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in"'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

GANNS BONEFURNISEN

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm * Sat 9am-4pm ¢ Closed Sun

24 Scott Drive ¢ Blairsville, GA
706-745-GRUB

RECOVE
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PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

) 706040002988

[CommerncialgResidential

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w” 100-743-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - (ons'f)dation Loans and more

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* Al loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cal Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

wwuw. Iffc.com

Trail Rides at Trackrock

Summer Horse Ride Special

1 hour guided trail rides

$25

with this ad

Offer good Monday-Thursday

www. Trackrock.com

Offer expires September 27, 2018 ~ Additional restrictions apply
Call for reservations (706) 745-5252

BLAIRSVILLE, GEORGIA

only

(706) 745-0264

Michelin

| Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Qil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)

# Hair Trimming
® Nail Trimming J
@ Full Service Wash

® Flea & Tick Dip
* More $ervices Available

(706)-487-0686

We have NON-OBAMACARE

Health Insurance Plans

Confused? Get the Answers |

Contact Tom Taylor of the
Taylor Insurance Group * Blairsville, GA
770-298-9161 £
Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your
coverage. Join us over coffee to review all the options available to
you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered
by your plan. We will work 12 months a year and prove
“We Do What Others Promise.”
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans
for those turning 65 in 2018!
Who is Tom Taylor?
Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his medical
retirement from the US Army as a LTC. He has numerous awards, such
as LUTCF, LILI AIA, Lifeleaders of GA & SC, Instructor for new agents.
His awards for the Army include Silver Star, Bronze Stars,
Meritorious Service Medals, Army Commendation Medals, Combat
Infantry Badge, Airborne Wings, Air Crew Wings, Air Medal, Meritorious
Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, Reservest National Guard
Achievement Medal and National Defense Medal recipient.

Litton Landscap

1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 3

706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile

ing, Inc.
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MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~ FOR'ALL YOUR'CONCRETE/NEEDS  ~
Forming through|Einishing, HouseiSlabs;
Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand 'SmallfJobs!

Serving North|Georgia'since 1 9974*Insured|

" Call 706-781-1806

Got Leaves??? ",

Live Oak Professional Lawn Care

706-400-0033

facebook.com/LiveOakYards

s -Fall Cleanup -Pressure Washing

* -Landscaping Maintenance
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@"' Local & Regional

20 Years Experience

Stephen Young, owner/Operator
706-970-7573

\

stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office

803-622-0037

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,

Semi-Annual or Annual Reg

Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling,
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

Field

rading, Large

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure
Washing, Staining, Painting.
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-

897-4909

Live Qi Intorions

ol ! 706-401-5156

Home Staging Cabin/Rental Chaig

2

Vacant Cleanouts

Design Cleaning

Consultation

PLACE YOUR

AD HERE!
Advertise with other
Local Business here in
the Blairsville areal!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343




